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The twenty-first century is already 
being called the Asian century, 
based on global shifts away from 
Europe and North America and 
towards the rising powerhouses of 
the East. India and its South Asian 
neighbours are climbing steadily 
up the ladder of global political 
and economic players. The pro-
gramme offers the chance to study 
the region in depth and to locate it 
in a comparative, cross-Asian and 
global perspective.’  

Uwe Skoda 
Associate Professor, 
South Asian Studies
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MA IN ASIAN STUDIES – INDIA AND SOUTH 
ASIA STUDIES 
INDIA AND BEYOND IN THE ASIAN CENTURY
South Asia is one of Asia’s most dynamic re-
gions. It is home to 25 per cent of the world’s 
population, to India as the world’s largest 
democracy, and to rising new ‘develop-
ment star’ economies like Bangladesh. The 
region’s nuclear powers are asserting them-
selves more and more on the global stage. 
The MA programme in Asian Studies – India 
and South Asia Studies offers an in-depth, 
interdisciplinary understanding of the rapidly 
transforming society and culture in India and 
South Asia, its increasing interactions with 
Asia, and its entangled history with the West. 

MULTIDISCIPLINARY STUDY ENVIRONMENT
The English-language Master programme 
offers three levels: a distinctive focus on India 
and South Asia, a broader Asian perspec-
tive, and a chance to specialise in either 
language-based skills or international stu-
dies. Courses draw on the insights offered by 
disciplines such as anthropology, history and 
political science and apply them in Indian 
and South Asian contexts. This knowledge is 
deepened during a study semester abroad. 
Students also interact closely with China and 
Japan specialists within the unique MA in 
Asian Studies to situate India and South Asia 
in a larger Asian framework. In order to under-
stand the complex and often contradictory 
social and cultural realities, students choose 
between learning Hindi (India’s most com-
mon language) on an advanced level in the 
language track, or acquiring the skills to deal 

with the Indian subcontinent in an increa-
singly globalised and interconnected world 
in the international/non-language track. 

ACADEMIC COLLABORATION: ICCR-CHAIR
The Master programme is linked to the chair 
in Modern Indian Studies established with the 
Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). 
Under this prestigious scheme senior visiting 
professors from Indian universities teach at 
Aarhus University on an annual basis and 
contribute specifically to the India-related 
courses. The ICCR chair adds to the already 
existing network of Aarhus University in the 
region enabling students to spend a semester 
at an Indian and South Asian partner uni-
versity. It also expands a vibrant academic 
environment with guest speakers, visiting 
faculties, seminars and workshops.

CAREER PROFILE
Graduates of the programme will have ac-
quired not only first-hand experience of the 
region, but the crucial cross-cultural compe-
tencies that are required for working as part of 
a team in international or Danish companies 
and organisations that are expanding their 
work with and inside Asia. Graduates will find 
work not only in government agencies but in 
consultancy firms, NGOs, media houses and 
the tourism industry. Those planning to pursue 
a career in academia through PhD research 
can apply to the Graduate School, Arts, either 
after the first year or after completing the MA.

The Master in Asian Studies (India and South Asia) is a timely and highly relevant 
initiative. South Asia is on the fast track to emerge as a key region in a changing 
world order. With its offerings of linguistic competencies as well as international 
studies, this Master’s degree programme will no doubt provide a useful gateway 
for any student seeking a career within the versatile and expanding field of 
interactions between Denmark and South Asia.’  

Kristoffer Brix Bertelsen 

Counsellor, Innovation and Research, 

Innovation Centre Denmark, New Delhi
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