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In this talk, based on the Target Paper in Agnihotri and Singh,2011, Indian English: Towards a new 

Paradigm, I shall examine the location of English in the language ecology of India and the status of 

Indian English (IE), the English of educated multilingual speakers in India. I shall argue (1) that English 

now has a definable place in the language ecology of India and (2) that there is no reason to treat IE in 

any special way. I shall examine IE vis-à-vis both the so-called ‘native’ and ‘non-native’ varieties of 

English. Three theses in particular are critically examined: (1) that IE is a somewhat peculiarly 

substratum-laden deviant variety and a member of a class called 'non-native varieties', (2) that IE does 

not quite belong to the class of genuinely Indian languages, and (3) that an account of IE cannot be 

provided without looking at the sociolinguistics of English in India and the political economy of the 

contemporary world and India's place in it. As for the first thesis, I argue that there are no linguistic 

reasons for classifying systems such as IE as ‘non-native’. The notion ‘non-native variety’ is in fact 

oxymoronic. The position that IE is ‘non-native’ for putative reasons of local language ecology is shown 

to be untenable for several recent studies including my own work make it clear that IE is an integral part 

of the language ecology of contemporary India. As for the claim that the linguistic dimensions of IE 

cannot be separated from the social and politico-economic context, Indian or global, in which it is 

embedded, I shall argue that while there is no need to deny the role that political economy and 

ideology can and do play in encouraging some linguists to treat varie-ties such as IE as somewhat 

deviant and some other linguists to deny that English is now a part of the language ecology of India, 

these factors have little bearing on the problematic at hand, and should be discussed and negotiated 

elsewhere. 
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