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The paper primarily highlights the plight of Adivasis in India. It critically examines the development of these 
people from a subaltern prespective. Though the Constitution of India reserves certain privileges for some 84 
million Scheduled Tribes (a bureaucratic category), yet the quality of life enjoyed by these people is far from 
satisfaction. These STs have been the favourite subject of Indian anthropological research over the past 
century, but, to our knowledge, none of the author has distinguished this administrative category (ST) from 
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century, but, to our knowledge, none of the author has distinguished this administrative category (ST) from 
the anthropological category (Adivasis), as is applicable to many other units of the Indian population (non-
STs) who have “missed” the ST status for a variety of reasons. Many of these people along with the STs 
identified themselves as Adivasis and relate themselves to other similar indigenous communities in a locality 
who primarily depend upon natural resources for their basic survival. The intervention of the State in Adivasi-
dominated regions in the name of development has resulted in a kind of cultural genocide of the Adivasis (the 
original settler/autochthons). It has destabilised their identity and ideology and deprived them of their 
customary rights and privileges. Many so-called mega-development projects in the Adivasis-dominated 
regions have caused irreparable damage to their forest-based economy. It is a pity that the voices of the 
Adivasis remain unheard of in the domain of so-called tribal development in India. Unfortunately, the price of 
development is paid by these Adivasis, who are socially oppressed, culturally suppressed and economically 
exploited. 

A documentary song of five-minute duration "Gaon Chhodab Nahi" (we will not leave our village, our 
ancestral land) will be shown at the beginning to inititate the discussion. Another documentary movie of 10-
minute duration titled "Mine: The Story of a Sacred Mountain" shall be screened during the course of 
presentation in order to supplement our main arguements.


