
Dear all, 

 

As the year 2011 is ending, we have the 

pleasure to send you our fourth newsletter, 

covering the activities of CISCA from August 

to December 2011. Again, we had the 

privilege of hosting a long list of well-known 

and outstanding scholars as well as to 

organise guest lectures, workshop and 

much more. 

 

 

Together with our partner 

university IIT Madras and 

the IESCP team CISCA 

organised an essay 

competition titled “Europe 

– India – a reciprocal way?” 

The Indian winner,  

Siddharth Sareen, also 

belonging to IIT Madras,  

In August, CISCA 

welcomed our first 

intern, Alexandra 

Machura, a third-year 

student of International 

Relations at Tischner 

European University in 

Cracow (Poland). She 

stayed in Aarhus 

 
 

through till September and undertook a 

project in collaboration with our partners 

from Indians In Aarhus to find out why 

Indians choose to come to Denmark as a 

country of migration instead of other 

member states of the European Union and 

which factors influenced their decision. You 

can find her report on our webpage. 

 

 

joined Aarhus University and CISCA for one 

month in August and September in order to 

prepare a research project and to apply for 

a PhD grant at Aarhus University. Siddharth, 

holds an Integrated MA in Development 

Studies along with a minor in Economics  

and  is currently doing an internship at the 

Central Himalayan Rural Action Group.  

In September, CISCA and Aarhus University 

welcomed its second trainee, Priyanka 

Dalal, who has joined us 

as a Research Trainee, 

teaching Hindi to the 

students in the South 

Asian Studies 

programme until May 

2012. She holds a BA 

and MA in Sanskrit from 

Sri Venkateswara 

College, Delhi University. 

 

AU 
Aarhus University 



The first guest lecture of 

the semester was 

presented on 

September 20th by Dr. 

Sumit Roy of Jadavpur 

University, (Calcutta), 

speaking on 

”Globalisation and the 

'Emerging Giants' - 

China and India: Dev- 

 elopmental Challenges”, while Jens 

Kaalhauge Nielsen (School of Business and 

Social Sciences, AU) acted as discussant 

during the well-attended lecture. 

Also, in September a Hindi Tandem 

Programme has been initiated by CISCA. 

The idea of language exchange between 

the South Asian Studies students and the 

local community of Indians in Aarhus 

evolved in collaboration between AU and 

Indians In Aarhus. The students will be able 

to practice their Hindi skills while their 

Indian families or ’buddies’ can improve 

their Danish. 

On October 4th Professor Tanka Bahadur 

Subba of the North-Eastern Hill University 

(NEHU) in Shillong gave a lecture titled 

”Why Scheduled Tribes are more  ex-

cluded than Scheduled Castes in India?” 

on Indian ”hill 

and forest” 

communities, ex-

clusion of STs 

and social dis-

ability. We were 

very happy to  

 welcome Professor Subba, who had to 

cancel his participation in a CISCA 

workshop in 2010 due to vulcanic ash. 

Concluding CISCA’s October activities, a 

guest lecture by Dr. Rajendra Singh of the 

University of Montreal was co-organized 

with the Section of Linguistics. Dr. Singh 

presented various guest lectures,  for 

example “Reflections on English in India  

and Indian 

English” on 

October 26th. 

 

AU 
Aarhus University 



In the beginning of November, CISCA 

welcomed Dr. Heiko Frese from the Dept. of 

History of Religions and Mission Studies 

(University of Heidelberg, Germany). Dr. 

Frese presented two lectures over two days 

about ”Journalism and Identity in 19th 

century India” and “The anti-arrack 

movement in Andhra Pradesh“. 

The final highlight of the CISCA-year was the 

workshop on ”Visual Cultures in Contemporary 

India”. The workshop, scheduled for 8th and 

9th of December included various scholars 

based in India, Germany, UK, USA, France, 

Spain, Israel and Denmark. 

AU 
Aarhus University 

On 21st and 22nd of November the final 

conference of the India EU Study Centre 

Programme (IESCP) took place in Delhi 

with CISCA and AU being represented 

by Marianne Qvortrup Fibiger and Uwe 

Skoda. As a major result of the 

conference the India Study Centres of 

the Univer-

sities of 

Bremen, 

Reutlingen, 

Leiden,  

Milan,   

 

Warsaw and CISCA / AU signed a MoU to 

form a European Association of India Study 

Centres (EAISC). Jakub Zajączkowski from 

Warsaw University was elected as first 

President of the EAISC, while AU is expected 

to take over the presidentship from Warsaw 

after one year. For a more detailed report on 

the proceedings of the conference please 

read the IESCP newsletter:. Find it on 

www.cisca.dk 



On December 

12th, the 

Department of 

Education and 

CISCA co-

organized a  

seminar at the Copenhagen campus of 

AU titled ”Movement and Mobility across 

and beyond South Asia” with lectures 

presented by Professor David Gellner, Dr. 

Sondra Hausner (both Oxford University) 

and Karen Valentin, while the programme 

was chaired by Jens Seeberg (both AU 

and CISCA board members). 

 
Two days later, on  

December 14th,  

Aarhus University  

CISCA welcomed a  

class of 2nd year  

student from Skive Gymnasium. As they are  

going to Chennai and Delhi on a two-week  

study trip in January. CISCA board members 

Niels Brimnes and Gitte Grønning Munk 

offered a lecture on Modern Indian History 

and an introduction to Hindi respec-tively 

while talks on daily life in India with Research 

Trainee Priyanka Dalal and dis-cussions on 

studying South Asian Studies at Aarhus 

University were also on the schedule. 

AU 
Aarhus University 

The workshop con- 

venors, Nirmal Kumar  

of Sri Venkateswara  

College and Uwe  

Skoda  / AU would  

like to thank  

everybody  involved  

in the workshop, paper presenters and  various 

chairs from AU, to local scholars, SASNET 

representatives and the rest of the CISCA 

team. 

The workshop included theme panels on 

”Visuality and Visibility”, ”Public Spaces and 

Representation”, ”Art and Visual Culture”, 

”Film(ing) Cultures”, Print(ed) Cultures” and 

”Visualizing Politics” as well as presentations 

on topics such as photography, films, 

advertisments, shop signs, branding, shrines, 

tribal art – just to name a few – followed by 

lively  discussions. 
 



AU 
Aarhus University 

We would also like to invite  

you to our workshop ”Delhi and  

urban India in Visual cultures”  

on 8th and 9th of January  

2012, which is the second  

part of the ”Visual Cultures”  

workshops which commenced  

in Aarhus in December.  

With this workshop CISCA and Sri Venkates- 

wara College / Delhi University will kickstart 

the new year. 

If you want to know more about the 

workshop, its participants and their 

presentations, please look for updates on our 

webpage. For any questions about the 

workshop, please contact cisca@hum.au.dk 

or contact the convenor Dr. Nirmal Kumar on 

kumarnirmal42@gmail.com. 

At the moment we are transfering our 

webpage to its new location cisca.au.dk. It 

should be up an running in January 2012. 

Until then, please go to our current 

webpage cisca.dk for updates on lectures, 

workshops, galleries – and check out our 

Visual Library too.   

 

On behalf of the entire CISCA team, we 

would like to thank you for your contribu-

tions to CISCA in the past year and we do 

hope for further collaboration in the year to 

come. 

 

Merry Chrismas and a happy New Year! 

 

The CISCA team 

 
(Photos in this newsletter have been taken by Lasse 

Nørgård Nielsen, Katrine Bay Madsen and Uwe Skoda) 

 

Following one of the 

main objectives of  

CISCA, our Visual  

Library  has been  

growing at a steady  

pace. You will be  

able to see an updated list on our webpage 

very soon, with both listings of films and 

books. 

mailto:cisca@hum.au.dk

