
Dear all,

We are pleased to present the first CISCA newsletter. 

With a very generous grant from the EU, the Contemporary India 
Study Centre Aarhus (CISCA) has been formally established on the 
15th December 2009. In a consortium which includes Aarhus 
University hosting CISCA and our partners Sambalpur University, 
Sri Venkateshwara College and Allahabad University as well as our 
associates the North Eastern Hill University, IIT Madras and Delhi 
University plus Casa Documentation Center and 
Akhra, Memoranda of understanding (MoUs) have 
been signed already in January 2010 with our partners
(see for example the Hindustan Times article, Allaha-
bad edition) and the signing of further MoUs with our 
associated universities is currently underway.

Headline of article on CISCA/Allahabad MoU in Hindustan Times. 

February - CISCA Inauguration
On February 12th 2010, CISCA, the Contemporary India Study 
Centre Aarhus, was officially launched at Aarhus University in a 
well-attended inaugural function. 
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We had the pleasure of welcoming His Excellency, the Indian 
Ambassador to Denmark, Shri Yogesh K. Gupta; the Aarhus 
University Director, Jørgen Jørgensen; Ulrich Podewils, team leader 
of the India-EU Study Centre Programme, along with Bodil Due, 
Dean of the Faculty of Humanities, Jan Ifversen, Head of the 
Department of History and Area Studies, board members of 
CISCA, faculty members of the History and Area Studies 
Department, members of the ‘Indians in Aarhus’ community and 
students. 

After a welcome by Jørgen Jørgensen and introduction to the India-
EU Study Centre Programme by Ulrich Podewils, Uwe Skoda 
introduced and launched the new webpage - www.cisca.dk – which 
will make CISCA more visible and contain all the latest 
information. For any request or further information on CISCA 
please do not hesitate to contact us on cisca@hum.au.dk.  

The inaugural programme continued with lectures by Shri Yogesh 
K. Gupta and Jens Seeberg (Department of Anthropology, AU and 
board member of CISCA) on "India's role in Europe" and "Research 
based collaboration between India and Denmark" respectively. The 
lecture programme was followed by a reception.

January – Sambalpur workshop
Even before the ceremonial inauguration, on January 9th, 
Sambalpur University hosted a work entitled “Field Research in 
Orissa”. It was jointly organized by the MSW Programme, the 
Department of Anthropology of Sambalpur University and Aarhus 
University/CISCA with speakers from Holland, Germany, Denmark 
and India. On same occasion an MoU between the two universities 
was signed – an event widely reported on in Orissan newspapers 
(photo on the right). 
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March – First Guest Faculties
As a part of CISCA's MoU with Sri Venkateshawa College in 
Delhi, two Indian guest professors arrived in the beginning of 
March, commencing a two-month long stay in which they 
delivered lectures and were actively involved in teaching in 
their fields. We would like to thank Chander Mohan Singh 
Rawat and Abhijit Kundu, professors in Hindi and Sociology 
respectively, for the cooperation - and for coping with the 
hardships of a Danish winter.

March - Guest lecture
On the 4th of March, CISCA’s Saraswati colloquium 
commenced with a lecture delivered by Karen Valentin of the 
Danish School of Education (DPU) at Aarhus University and a 
CISCA board member. The topic of her lecture was 
"Anthropological Perspectives on Educational Migration".

April – Guest lectures
Continuing the lecture series, we had the pleasure of hosting 
Arild E. Ruud of Oslo University, whose lecture on the 6th of 
April focussed on "Democracy in South Asia: The Village 
Perception”.

A week later, on the 12th of April, CISCA welcomed to the 
podium Stig Toft Madsen - a senior researcher at NIAS, During 
his lecture, the first Indo-European lecture organised jointly 
with the Jean Monnet Centre, Stig Toft Madsen spoke on "EU-
India Relations: An Expanded Interpretive Framework".

On the following day, 13th of April, our guest professor Abhijit 
Kundu, presented a lecture titled "Why Study Cinema. Art 
versus Commercial Cinema in India".
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April - First workshop postponed
As per original planning, CISCA was prepared to welcome 
colleagues for the first workshop in Aarhus on the 23rd and 24th

of April. Sadly, due to the increasing activity of the Icelandic 
volcano Eyjafjälljokull and the ashes blocking all air traffic, the 
workshop "Social in- and exclusion in contemporary India and 
beyond" had to be postponed, as most of our invitees had to 
cancel their travel plans.

May – Guest lectures
At the end of May Aarhus University and CISCA welcomed 
two guest scholars from the IIT Madras, Faculty of Humanities 
and Social Sciences: Jyotirmaya Tripathy and P. Sudarsan. On 
27th of May, both delivered lectures at the Department of 
History and Area Studies titled “Vernacularization of 
Democracy: The Indian Experience” and “Multicultural 
Democracy and the Construction of Inclusive Imaginaries” 
respectively. 

June – Workshop in Aarhus
In June we were finally able to hold our workshop "Social In-
and Exclusion in contemporary India and beyond”. 
CISCA welcomed and engaged in intensive discussions on 
contemporary Indian society with several colleagues from our 
partner universities, from other universities in the IESCP as 
well as colleagues from Germany, Norway and Denmark. 
Over two days topics ranged from the impact of develop-
mental projects to political and religious  practices as well as to 
the question of representation (to name a few) – all of them 
linked to the simultaneous processes of in- and exclusion. A 
volume highlighting the results of the workshop is currently in 
preparation.
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June - IESCP-workshop in Aarhus/Sandbjerg/Berlin

A day after the CISCA workshop on social in- and exclusion CISCA 
and AU hosted the European Workshop for Selected New and 
Existing Contemporary India Study Centres in Europe & EU Study 
Centres in India. It started in Aarhus before continuing at the 
conference centre of Aarhus University in Sandbjerg and finally 
concluding in Berlin. We were fortunate to welcome guests from 
seven Indian universities as well as colleagues from Poland and 
Germany. 

AUTUMN 2010

After the summer break we are now entering the second academic 
term with more lectures, guest scholars and a seminar:

"Revisiting Research Methods in Social Sciences"

to be held in November (25th - 27th, 2010), this time at the 
Department of Anthropology, Sambalpur University, Orissa
– closer to our partner and associated universities.  Convenors of 
the workshop are: Prof. Deepak Kumar Behera, Dr. Jens Seeberg, 
Dr. Uwe Skoda. For more information please visit our website.

Hope to see you in Sambalpur!

Thanks to all contributors for a great CISCA-start. 

Best wishes,

CISCA

P. Vembulu and J. Amin
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