
 

 

After the end of its initial funding period under the EU-

sponsored initiative to establish India study centres in Europe, 

CISCA is undergoing a transitional phase. Therefore, we are 

bringing out this newsletter with a considerable delay of quite 

a few months.  

In the meantime, CISCA was instrumental in Aarhus Universi-

ty's successful application for an Erasmus Mundus grant. The 

Erasmus Mundus Action 2 consortium with the title Interdisci-

plinary Bridges in Indo-European Studies (IBIES) includes alto-

gether 19 universities as partners - 13 Indian universities and 

six European partners.  

It offers mobility scholarships on all academic levels 

(undergraduates, graduates, PhD, postdoc and staff) bringing 

students and staff from India to Aarhus and our other Europe-

an partner universities. The second call for applications has 

just been launched. For more information please see eras-

mus.iescp.net! 

New PhD students at CISCA 

As part of the IBIES Erasmus Mundus programme four new 

PhD students working on India have been enrolled at AU and 

have been affiliated to CISCA. We would like to use this oppor-

tunity to introduce them here:  

Prakruti Ramesh holds a Master’s de-

gree in English Studies from the Indian 

Institute of Technology, Madras. 

Her project focuses on the visual and 

textual narratives of an indigenous peo-

ple’s movement in the East-Indian state 

of Odisha – the stories, images and 

songs that help to channel the people’s representations of 

themselves, as well as those that codify their encounter with 

the state and the media.  

Doisiammoi Suantak finished her MA 

Anthropology from North-Eastern Hill 

University, Meghalaya, India.  Her PhD 

project is titled “Substance Abuse and 

Women: An Anthropological studies 

among the Vaipheis of Manipur” . 

She is focussing on issues and problems faced particularly by 

women in this situation. 

Isha Dubey obtained her Masters’ degree from the Centre for 

Historical Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University with a speciali-

zation in modern Indian history. Her PhD project is titled “The  



 

 

Biharis of Bangladesh and the Idea of 

Home: A Study of Part-Migration from 

the Muslim-Minority Regions of North 

India, 1940s-1990s” in which she seeks 

to study the nature of migration to East 

Pakistan (later Bangladesh) during and 

since the partition of 1947.  

Kaamya Y. Sharma graduated with a 

Master in English Studies from the inte-

grated MA programme at the Depart-

ment of Humanities and Social Sciences, 

Indian Institute of Technology, Madras, 

India. She is doing research on the per-

formativity and embodiment of Tamil 

womanhood through the Sari by way of studying ritual, literary 

and visual tropes in the Tamil imaginary. 

Lectures and CISCA guests 

Though CISCA had fewer visiting scholars in this transitional 

phase we were privileged to host a few colleagues.  

On the 12th of February  Ananta Giri, Asso-

ciate Professor from Madras Institute of 

Development Studies, visited CISCA, where 

he gave a lecture on “Love and Labor of 

Understanding India and the World”. 

 The Spring semester of 2013 also includ-

ed a lecture by Geir Heierstad, from the  

Department of Culture Studies and Orien-

tal Languages, at University of Oslo. Pre-

sented on 10th April, it was titled 

"Foreign Affairs and Federal Actors in 

Indian Democracy". 

The department of South Asian studies 

and CISCA were also very pleased to wel-

come guest professor Devleena Ghosh, 

who had been invited to Aarhus Universi-

ty jointly by CISCA and BCOM. 

During her stay she has given a guest lec-

ture on the topic “Women, Citizenship and Public Space in In-

dia: Gendered violence and Modernity”,  held at the depart-

ment on the 8th of November. Here Devleena Ghosh exam-

ined the context and background of modernity and gender-

specific violence in India. Devleen will also be involved in an 

upcoming PhD course “New India in the light of globalization 

– Critical cross-disciplinary perspectives” and we are looking 

forward to her next visit.  

Hindi trainee 

Shivani Dalal, who joined the teaching 

staff as a Research Trainee to teach Hindi 

to the students, has left the department  



 

 

after being with us for almost a year.. She taught students of 

various batches and ran the film club for the South Asian Stud-

ies students. CISCA and South Asian Studies wishes her all the 

best in her future endeavours. 

In place of Shivani, Priyanka Dalal has re-

turned to Aarhus University this semester. 

Once again, as a trainee she is teaching  

Hindi to the students of the South Asian 

Studies program. 

She will be at the department throughout 

this semester, and apart from teaching conversation, she will 

also be in charge of the Hindi film club, which is showing a 

wide variety of Hindi films during the whole semester. The 

department is happy to welcome her back for a second time. 

Publication  

On the 4th of October 2013, the 

research programme Transnation-

al Modernities and CISCA hosted 

a book-launch-cum-reception for 

the book “Navigating Social Ex-

clusion and Inclusion in Contem-

porary Indiahand Beyond - Struc-

tures, Agents, Practices”, which  

has been edited by Marianne 

Qvortrup Fibiger, Kenneth Bo Nielsen and Uwe Skoda.  

The book is based on an earlier CISCA workshop held in Aar-

hus in 2010 and includes contributions from CISCA board 

members and colleagues such as Tanka Subba writing on 

"Making Sikkim more inclusive"; Jens Seeberg on social ex-

clusion and tuberculosis in Odisha and Deepak K. Behera con-

tributing on "Dams, Development and the Exclusion of Indige-

nous Groups. 

The reception was combined with a research seminar with 

Professor Carol Gluck (Columbia University) and a warm wel-

come to  Devleena Ghosh as well as to our four new PhD stu-

dents from the IBIES program inroduced above. 

New student assistant 

With the beginning of the Autumn semester of 2013, CISCA 

also had to say goodbye to one member of the CISCA team. 

Jakob Due Nim, who has been a CISCA student assistant dur-

ing the Spring semester of 2013 is leaving the team, and CISCA 

wishes him all the best in the future, while thanking him for 

his hard work. 

CISCA would also like to welcome the new student assistant, 

Mikael Kjærsgaard Sørensen, who has joined the CISCA team 

this semester. Mikael is currently in his 5th semester in the 

South Asian Studies programme and will take over the duties 

of the previous student assistants at CISCA. 


